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Columbia Orchestra Announces New Executive Director 
 

(Columbia, MD) The Columbia Orchestra Board of Directors announced that Katherine Keefe has been 
appointed as the new Executive Director of the Orchestra. Keefe joins the Columbia Orchestra with an 
extensive background in nonprofit and arts management.  
 
Keefe worked with the Orchestra for the past two seasons as its Operations Manager where she was 
responsible for concert production, budgeting, and marketing. Prior to that, she was the Managing 
Director for Handel Choir of Baltimore and Director of Human Resources at Arena Stage in 
Washington, DC. She also serves as an associate with the consulting firm Partners in Performance where 
she provides strategic planning support to arts organizations across the country. She holds a Bachelor of 
Music in Vocal Performance from Marywood University and a Masters of Fine Arts in Arts 
Administration from Virginia Tech. 
 
Keefe takes over for Tedd Griepentrog who resigned from the Orchestra in May after 13 years of 
service. "On behalf of the Board, I thank Tedd for his considerable contributions to the Orchestra. We're 
confident that Katherine will build upon the tremendous growth and success the Orchestra has 
experienced in recent years," said Bruce Kuehne, President of the Board of Directors. Keefe added, "I 
am honored to work with such talented and dedicated musicians, staff, and Board members. I look 
forward to supporting Jason Love's artistic vision for the Orchestra."  
 
About The Columbia Orchestra 
Organized in the fall of 1977, the Columbia Orchestra has performed throughout Howard County, 
Maryland for more than three decades. Originally known as the Columbia Chamber Orchestra, the 
membership expanded in 1988 to include winds and percussion. Music Director Jason Love took the 
podium in 1999, quickly winning the hearts of orchestra members and audience alike with his humor, 
generosity, and consummate musicianship. Under his baton, The Baltimore Sun named the Columbia 
Orchestra “Howard County’s premier ensemble for instrumental music.” The Columbia Orchestra 
reaches more than 11,000 area residents annually through full orchestra concerts, chamber music 
recitals, and educational initiatives. The Washington Post has hailed the organization as “a pillar of the 
local arts community.”  


